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Journalistic ombudsman of the Dutch public broadcasting system 

Margo Smit has been an investigative reporter since 1997. She is currently the ombudsman for TL4 and later became their political 

correspondent.  Margo Smit investigated the Dutch monarchy, nuclear safety, accounting 
transparency at multinational corporations, Islam, and the tobacco industry, among others. She 
also co-produced a documentary on the life of Ayaan Hirsi Ali that was nominated for the Prix 
Europa 2005. In 2012, Smit wrote a report for the European Parliament on the state of 
investigative journalism within the European Union member states and the role of investigative 
journalism in deterring fraud with EU funds. Smit is a member of the International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) and covered their #LuxLeaks investigation on tax evasion through 
Luxembourg for Dutch public TV. Smit is chairperson of the Organization of News Ombudsmen 
and standards and public editors (ONO), and vice-chair of the Global Investigative Journalism 
Network (GIJN). 
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