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PART I: SUMMARY 

 

a) Name of the biosphere reserve:  
 

b) Country:  
 

c) Year of designation:  
 
 

d) Year(s) of periodic review(s):  
 

 

e) Previous recommendation(s) made by the International Co-ordinating Council (MAB- 
ICC), if applicable: 

 

 

 
 
 
f) What follow-
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i) Area and spatial configuration: 
 

 Previous report (nomination 
form or periodic review) 

and date 

 
Proposed changes (if any) 

Area of terrestrial Core 
Area(s) 

  

Area of terrestrial Buffer 
Zone(s) 

  

Area of terrestrial 
Transition Area(s) 

  

Area of marine Core 
Area(s) 

  

Area of marine Buffer 
Zone(s) 

  

Size of marine Transition  
Area(s) 

  

 
 
j) 
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1.5.4 Were they well attended, with full and balanced representation? 
(Describe participation and stakeholders). 

 

 

 

2. SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE DURING THE PAST 
TEN YEARS: 

2.1 Brief summary overview: Narrative account of important changes in the local economy, 
landscapes or habitat use, and other related issues. Note important changes in the institutional 
arrangements for governance of the biosphere reserve area, and changes (if any) in the 
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2.2.3 Changes in the human population of the biosphere reserve.  

Most recent census data:  

 

2.2.4 Update on conservation function, including main changes since last report. 
 (Note briefly here and refer to 4 below). 

 

    

 

 
2.2.5 Update on the development function, including main changes since last report.  
(Note briefly here and refer to 5 below). 
 

  

 

 

2.2.6 Update on logistic support function, including main changes since last report.  
(Note briefly here and refer to 6 below).  
 

 

 

2.2.7 Update on governance management and coordination, including changes since last report 
(if any) in hierarchy of administrative divisions, coordination structure.  
(Note briefly here and refer to 7 below). 

  

 

 

2.3 The authority/authorities in charge of coordinating/managing the biosphere reserve: 
(Comment on the following topics as much as is relevant).  
 

2.3.1 Updates to cooperation/management policy/plan, including vision statement, goals and 
objectives, either current or for the next 5-10 years 
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2.4.4 Women’s roles. Do women participate in community organizations and decision-making 
processes? Are their interests and needs given equal consideration within the biosphere 
reserve? What incentives or programmes are in place to encourage their representation and 
participation? (e.g. was a “gender impact assessment” carried out?) Are there any studies that 
examine a) whether men and women have different access to and control over sources of 
income and b) which sources of income do women control? If so, provide reference of these 
studies and/or a paper copy in an annex. 

 

 

 

2.4.5 Are there any changes in the main protection regime of the core area(s) and of the buffer 
zone(s)?  

 

 

2.4.6What research and monitoring activities have been undertaken in the biosphere reserve by 
local universities, government agencies, stakeholders and/or linked with national and 
international programs? 

 

 

2.4.7 How have collective capacities for the overall governance of the biosphere reserve (e.g. 
organization of new networks of cooperation, partnerships) been strengthened? 

 

 

 

2.4.8. Please provide some additional information about the interaction between the three 
zones.   

 

 

2.4.9 Participation of young people. How were young people involved in the organizations and 
community decision-making processes? How were their interests and needs considered within 
the biosphere reserve? What are the incentives or programs in place to encourage their 
participation? 
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3. ECOSYSTEM SERVICES:  

3.1 If possible, provide an update in the ecosystem services provided by each ecosystem of the 
biosphere reserve and the beneficiaries of these services.  
(As per previous report and with reference to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Framework and The 
Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) Framework  
(http://millenniumassessment.org/en/Framework.html and  http://www.teebweb.org/publications/teeb-study-
reports/foundations/)). 
 

 

3.2 Specify if there are any changes regarding the indicators of ecosystem services that are 

being used to evaluate the three functions (conservation, development and logistic) of the 

biosphere reserve. If yes, which ones and give details and update.  

 

 

3.3 Update description on biodiversity involved in the provision of ecosystems services in the 

biosphere reserve (e.g. species or groups of species involved). 

 

3.4 Specify whether any recent/updated ecosystem services assessment has been done for the 

biosphere reserve since its nomination/last report. If yes, please specify and indicate if and how 

this is being used in the management plan.   

 

 

4. THE CONSERVATION FUNCTION:  
[This refers to programmes that seek to protect biodiversity at landscape and site levels and/or ecological functions 
that provide ecosystem goods and services in the biosphere reserve. While actions to address this function might 
be focused on core area(s) and buffer zone(s), ecosystem dynamics occur across a range of spatial and temporal 
scales throughout the biosphere reserve and beyond.] 
 

4.1 Significant changes (if any) in the main habitat types, ecosystems, species or varieties of 
traditional or economic importance identified for the biosphere reserve, including natural 
processes or events, main human impacts, and/or relevant management practices (since the last 
report). 
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4.2 Describe the main conservation programmes that have been conducted in the biosphere 
reserve over the past ten years as well as current on-going ones. Note their main goals and the 
scope of activities, e.g. biotic inventories, species-at-risk, landscape analyses, conservation 
stewardship actions. Cross reference to other sections below where appropriate. 

 

 

4.3 In what ways are conservation activities linked to, or integrated with, sustainable 
development issues (e.g. stewardship for conservation on private lands used for other 
purposes)?
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5.2 Describe the tourism industry in the biosphere reserve. Has tourism increased or decreased 
since nomination or the last periodic review? What new projects or initiatives have been 
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5.8 Describe the main changes (if there are any) in terms of cultural values (religious, 
historical, political, social, ethnological) and others, if possible with distinction between 
material and intangible heritage. 
(c.f. UNESCO Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage 1972 and 
UNESCO Convention for the Safeguard of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003 
(http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13055&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html and 
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=17716&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html)). 
 

    

 

5.9 Community support facilities and services. What programmes in/for the biosphere reserve 
address issues such as job preparation and skills training, health and social services, and social 
justice questions. What are the relationships among them and with community economic 
development? 

 

 

5.10 What indicators are in place to assess the effectiveness of activities aiming to foster 
sustainable development? What have these indicators shown? 

 

 

5.11 What are the main factors that influenced (positively or negatively) the success of 
development efforts in the entire biosphere reserve? Given the experiences and lessons learned 
in the past ten years, what new strategies or approaches will be most effective? 

 

 

 

6. THE LOGISTIC FUNCTION : 
[This refers to programs that enhance the capacity of people and organizations in the biosphere reserve to address 
both conservation and development issues for sustainable development as well as research, monitoring, 
demonstration projects and education needed to deal with the specific context and conditions of the biosphere 
reserve.] 
 
6.1 Describe the main institutions conducting research or monitoring in the biosphere reserve, 
and their programmes. Comment on organizational changes (if any) in these institutions over 
the past ten years as they relate to their work in the biosphere reserve.  
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6.2 Summarize the main themes of research and monitoring undertaken over the past ten years 
and the area(s) in which they were undertaken in order to address specific questions related to 
biosphere reserve management and for the implementation of the management plan (please 
refer to variables in Annex I). 
(
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6.5.2 Is there a biosphere reserve website? If so, provide the link. 

 

6.5.3 Is there an electronic newsletter?  How often is it published? (provide the link, if 
applicable). 

 

6.5.4 Does the biosphere reserve belong to a social network (Facebook, Twitter, etc.)? Provide 
the contact. 

 

6.5.5 Are there any other internal communication systems? If so, describe them. 

 

 

6.6 Describe how the biosphere reserve currently contributes to the World Network of   
Biosphere Reserves and/or could do so in the future. 

 

 

6.6.1 Describe any collaboration with existing biosphere reserves at national, regional, and 
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6.8 Other comments/observations from a biosphere reserve perspective. 

 

 

 

7. GOVERNANCE, BIOSPHERE RESERVE MANAGEMENT AND 
COORDINATION:  
[Biosphere reserve coordination/management coordinators/managers have to work within extensive overlays of 
government bodies, business enterprises, and a “civil society” mix of non-governmental organizations and 
community groups. These collectively constitute the structures of governance for the area of the biosphere reserve. 
Success in carrying out the functions of a biosphere reserve can be crucially dependent upon the collaborative 
arrangements that evolve with these organizations and actors. Key roles for those responsible for the biosphere 
reserve coordination/management are to learn about the governance system they must work within and to explore 
ways to enhance its  collective capacities for fulfilling the functions of the biosphere reserve.] 
 

7.1 What are the technical and logistical resources for the coordination of the biosphere 
reserve? 

 

 

7.2 What is the overall framework for governance in the area of the biosphere reserve? Identify 
the main components and their contributions to the biosphere reserve.  

 

 

 

7.3 Describe social impact assessments or similar tools and guidelines used to support 
indigenous and local rights and cultural initiatives (e.g. CBD Akwé:Kon guidelines, Free, 
Prior, and Informed Consent Programme/policy, access and benefit sharing institutional 
arrangements, etc.).  

   

 

 

7.4 What (if any) are the main conflicts relating to the biosphere reserve and what solutions 
have been implemented? 
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7.4.1 Describe the main conflicts regarding access to, or the use of, resources in the area and 
the relevant timeframe. If the biosphere reserve has contributed to preventing or resolving some 
of these conflicts, explain what has been resolved or prevented, and how this was achieved for 
each zone? 

 

 

7.4.2 Describe any conflicts in competenceach  (c)4 Tj
E35t(ng t)-2 (he)4 ((di)-2 )4 ((D 3 >>BDC 
0.25 Tw 0 -2.16 TD
[(7 0 -4E (m)-2 ((on)-dm( w)2  (pe)4 a)4 (s)-1 ( ut)-2 (e)4 s)-1 ( be)-a)4 (sv (c)4 (on)- (o pr)hoe)4 ( a)4 (( be)-a)4 (sn)-10 ( t)-2TD
[(t)-2 (he)4 ( r)3 ( (pe)4 v)-1 (om)( )]TJ
 (pe)4 ( )4 ((D 3 >> )-10 (c)4 n(c)4 ge10 ( )-d how)2 ( (m)-2 ((s)-1 (e)4 ( c)4 (o a16 TD
[(7 0 -4Ed)-10 ( )]TJt)-2 (e)4 (nce)4 ( a)4 ( ( t)--2 (e)-6  (os)-1 (phe)4 (r)3 (e)4 ( )-10 (r)3 (e)4 (s)D
[(7 0 -4En)-10 (f)3 (a)-6 y )-10 (c)4.2TD
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7.5.3 Indicate whether there are procedures for integrating the representative body of local 
communities (e.g., financial, election of representatives, traditional authorities). 

 

 

7.5.4 How long-lived is the consultation mechanism (e.g., permanent assembly, consultation on 
specific projects)? 

 

 

7.5.5 What is the impact of this consultation on the decision-making process (decisional, 
consultative or merely to inform the population)? 

 

 

7.5.6 At which step in the existence of a biosphere reserve is the population involved: creation 
of the biosphere reserve, drawing up of the management plan, implementation of the plan, day 
to day management of the biosphere reserve? Give some practical examples. 

 

 

7.6 Update on management and coordination structure: 

7.6.1 Describe any changes regarding administrative authorities that have competence for each 
zone of the biosphere reserve (core area(s), buffer zone(s) and transition area(s))? If there are 
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7.6.4 How has the management/coordination been adapted to the local situation? 

 

 

7.6.5 Was the effectiveness of the management/coordination evaluated?  If yes, was it 
according to a procedure?  

 

 

7.7 Update on the management/cooperation plan/policy: 

7.7.1 Are there any changes with regard to the management/cooperation plan/policy and the 
stakeholders involved? If yes, provide detailed information on process for involvement of 
stakeholders, adoption and revision of the plan. 

 

 

7.7.2 Describe contents of the management/cooperation plan (provide some examples of 
measures and guidelines). Is the plan binding? Is it based on consensus?  

  

 

7.7.3 Describe the role of the authorities in charge of the implementation of the plan.  Describe 
institutional changes since the nomination form/last periodic review report. Please provide 
evidence of the role of these authorities.   

 

 

7.7.4 Indicate how the management plan addresses the objectives of the biosphere reserve. 
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7.7.6 Were there any factors and/or changes that impeded or helped with the implementation of 
the management/coordination plan/policy? (Reluctance of local people, conflicts between 
different levels of decision-making). 

 

 

7.7.7 If applicable, how is the biosphere integrated in regional/national strategies? Vice versa, 
how are the local/municipal plans integrated in the planning of the biosphere reserve?  
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…………………………………………………………..………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………………
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………
…………………………………..………………………………………………………………
………………………..…………………………………………………………………………
………………..…………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………..…………………………………………
………………………………………..…………………………………………………….……
……………………………………………………………………………………. 

6. “Organizational arrangements should be provided for the involvement and participation 
of a suitable range of inter alia public authorities, local communities and private interests in the 
design and the carrying out of the functions of a biosphere reserve”. 

…………………………………………………………………………………..………………
…………………………………………………………………..………..……..………………
………………………………………………………………………..…………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………………………
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………………
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………
…………………………………..………………………………………………………………
…………………………..………………………………………………………………………
…………………..………………………………………………………………………………
………..…………………………………………………………………………………………
…..……………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………….………………



25 

UNESCO - Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme - Biosphere reserve periodic review – January 2013 

Does the biosphere reserve have cooperative activities with other biosphere reserves 
(exchanges of information and staff, joint programmes, etc.)? 

At the national level: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..………
…………………………………………………………………………………..………………
…………………………………………………………………………..………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………………………
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………………
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………
…………………………………..………………………………………………………………  

At the regional level: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..………
…………………………………………………………………………………..………………
…………………………………………………………………………..………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………………………
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………………
…………………………………..………………………………………………………………  

Through twinning and/or transboundary biosphere reserves: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..………
…………………………………………………………………………………..………………
…………………………………………………………………………..………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………………………
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………………
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………
………………………………….. 

Within the World Network: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………..………
…………………………………………………………………………………..………………
…………………………………………………………………………..………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………………………
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………………
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………
…………………………………..………………………………………………………………
…………………………..……………………………………………………………………… 

Obstacles encountered, measures to be taken and, if appropriate, assistance expected from the 
Secretariat: 

…………………………………………………………………………………..………………
…………………………………………………………………..………..……..………………
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………………………………………………………………………..…………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………………………
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………………
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………
…………………………………..………………………………………………………………
…………………………..………………………………………………………………………
………………..…………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………..…………………………………………
………………………………………..…………………………………………………….… 

Main objectives of the Biosphere Reserve: 

Describe the main objectives of the biosphere reserve integrating the three functions and the 
sustainable development objectives for the coming years. 

…………………………………………………………………………………..………………
…………………………………………………………………..………..……..………………
………………………………………………………………………..…………………………
…………………………………………………………………..………………………………
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………
…………………………………………………..………………………………………………
…………………………………………..………………………………………………………
…………………………………..………………………………………………………………
…………………………..………………………………………………………………………
………………..…………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………..…………………………………………
………………………………………..…………………………………………………….… 

 

 

9.  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
[List of the annexes submitted with periodic review report.] 
 

(1) Updated location and zonation map with coordinates  
[Provide the biosphere reserve’s standard geographical coordinates (all projected under WGS 84). Provide a map 
on a topographic layer of the precise location and delimitation of the three zones of the biosphere reserve (Map(s) 
shall be provided in both paper and electronic copies). Shapefiles (also in WGS 84 projection system) used to 
produce the map must also be attached to the electronic copy of the form. If applicable, also provide a link to 
access this map on the internet (e.g. Google map, website…).]  
 
(2) Updated vegetation map or land cover map  
[A vegetation map or land cover map showing the principal habitats and land cover types of the biosphere 
reserve should be provided, if available.] 
 

(3) Updated list of legal documents (if possible with English, French or Spanish synthesis of 
its contents and a translation of its most relevant provisions) 
[If applicable update the principal legal documents since the nomination of the biosphere reserve and provide a 
copy of these documents.] 
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(4) Updated list of land use and management/cooperation plans 
[List existing land use and management/cooperation plans (with dates and reference numbers) for the 
administrative area(s) included within the biosphere reserve. Provide a copy of these documents. It is 
recommended to produce an English, French or Spanish synthesis of its contents and a translation of its most 
relevant provisions.] 
 
(5) Updated species list (to be annexed) 
[Provide a list of important species occurring within the proposed biosphere reserve, including common names, 
wherever possible.] 
 

(6) Updated list of main bibliographic references (to be annexed)  
[Provide a list of the main publications and articles of relevance to the proposed biosphere reserve.]  
 

(7) Further supporting documents. 

 

 

10. ADRESSES 

 
10.1 Contact address of the proposed biosphere reserve:  
[Government agency, organization, or other entity (entities) to serve as the main contact to whom all 
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20.3. Administering entity of the buffer zone(s): 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________________  

Street or P.O. Box:  ______________________________________________________  

City with postal code:  ____________________________________________________  

Country:  ______________________________________________________________  

Telephone:  ____________________________________________________________  

E-mail:  _______________________________________________________________  

Web site:               
 
 
20.4. Administering entity of the transition area(s): 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________________  

Street or P.O. Box:  ______________________________________________________  

City with postal code:  ____________________________________________________  

Country:  ______________________________________________________________  

Telephone:  ____________________________________________________________  

E-mail:  _______________________________________________________________  

Web site:                
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Main objectives of the biosphere reserve  
Brief description  
 
Approximately 5 lines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research 
Brief description   
 

Approximately 5 lines 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Monitoring  
Brief description   
 

Approximately 5 lines 
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Specific variables (fill in the table below and tick the relevant parameters)  

Abiotic   Biodiversity   
Abiotic factors  Afforestation/Reforestation  

Acidic deposition/Atmospheric factors  Algae  

Air quality  
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  Microorganisms  

  Migrating populations  

  Modeling  

  Monitoring/methodologies  

  Mountain and highland systems  

  Natural and other resources  
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 ANNEX III TO THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE PERIODIC REVIEW, 
JANUARY  2013 
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UNESCO - 
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UNESCO - 
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1. States participate in or facilitate co-operative activities of the Network, including scientific 
research and monitoring, at the global, regional and sub-regional levels. 

2. The appropriate authorities should make available the results of research, associated 
publications and other data, taking into account intellectual property rights, in order to ensure 
the proper functioning of the Network and maximize the benefits from information exchanges. 

3. States and appropriate authorities should promote environmental education and training, as 
well as the development of human resources, in co-operation with other biosphere reserves in 
the Network.  

 

Article 8 - Regional and thematic subnetworks 

States should encourage the constitution and co-operative operation of regional and/or thematic 
subnetworks of biosphere reserves, and promote development of information exchanges, 
including electronic information, within the framework of these subnetworks. 

 

Article 9 - Periodic review 

1. The status of each biosphere reserve should be subject to a periodic review every ten years, 
based on a report prepared by the concerned authority, on the basis of the criteria of Article 4, 
and forwarded to the secretariat by the State concerned. 

2. The report will be considered by the Advisory Committee for Biosphere Reserves for 
recommendation to ICC. 

3. ICC will examine the periodic reports from States concerned. 

4. If ICC considers that the status or management of the biosphere reserve is satisfactory, or has 
improved since designation or the last review, this will be formally recognized by ICC.  

5. If ICC considers that the biosphere reserve no longer satisfies the criteria contained in 
Article 4, it may recommend that the State concerned take measures to ensure conformity with 
the provisions of Article 4, taking into account the cultural and socio-economic context of the 
State concerned. ICC indicates to the secretariat actions that it should take to assist the State 
concerned in the implementation of such measures. 

6. Should ICC find that the biosphere reserve in question still does not satisfy the criteria 
contained in Article 4, within a reasonable period, the area will no longer be referred to as a 
biosphere reserve which is part of the Network. 

7. The Director-General of UNESCO notifies the State concerned of the decision of ICC. 

8. Should a State wish to remove a biosphere reserve under its jurisdiction from the Network, it 
notifies the secretariat. This notification shall be transmitted to ICC for information. The area 
will then no longer be referred to as a biosphere reserve which is part of the Network. 
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