
 
 

 
UCCN REPORT 2018  

UNESCO CITY OF MUSIC HANNOVER 
 
1. Executive Summary  
 
Hannover is the city where vinyl was invented. It is also where the first music cassette was 
produced and the first CD pressed. The art of music and the music industry have always had 
prominent roles in Hannover. The city continues to be shaped by a broad diversity of musical 
genres including pop, rock, jazz, classical and contemporary. Hannover is characterized by a 
high employment rate in the music industry and is recognized for its excellent infrastructure 
for musical training. 
 
Hannover promotes networking among its local cluster economies in order to encourage the 
creation of synergies and collaborative initiatives. The city will incorporate the music industry 
into this process, and will support collaborations offering opportunities for both economic and 



 
 



 
 
2. General information  
 
Name of the city: Hannover 
Country: Germany 
Creative field of designation: music 
Date of designation: 1 December 2014 
Date of submission of the current report: October 2018 
Entity responsible for the report: City of Hannover, Cultural Office  
Previous reports submitted and dates: None; this is the first report  
 
Focal points of contact: Alice Moser, City of Hannover Cultural Office, Coordination 
UNESCO City of Music Hannover, designated focal point in charge of daily management of 
designation 
 
 



 
 



 
 
private sectors and civil society, support professional and artistic exchange and networks, 
and show the importance of culture and cultural exchange in creating policies and 
measurements of sustainable urban development.  
https://musikland-niedersachsen.de/global-board/  
 
 
‘City of Music-Talk’:  
Music is everywhere in Hannover, and many music industry businesses are based here. ‘City 
of Music-Talk’ is a forum initiated at the beginning of 2018 to connect an interested audience 



 
 
 
Innovation Fund 



 
 
 
chor.com  
chor.com is a convention, exhibition, dialogue forum and festival all in one: every two years it 
offers a platform for the exchange of ideas and knowledge for everyone involved in the choir 
scene. From the year 2019 going forward, chor.com will find its home in Hannover, the 
capital city of the ‘land of music’ that is Lower Saxony. As a UNESCO City of Music, 
Hannover has the potential to develop into an exciting, diverse and innovative centre for 
choral music, making it is the ideal new home for chor.com. Many different players offer 



 
 
Lower Saxony and the international UCCN Network. In 2019, the programme will be 
dedicated to Steve Reich’s music.  
http://www.musik21niedersachsen.de/ueber-uns/klangbruecken  
 
 
Chamber Music in Hannover:   
 

1. Kammermusik Gemeinde  
Hannover’s well-established Kammermusik Gemeinde (Chamber Music Association) is a 
registered society organizing and supporting international chamber music concerts in 
Hannover. Every season, the Association organizes eight concerts, four with established 
international artists and four with young and upcoming artists. In so doing, the 
Kammermusik Gemeinde supports this cultural art form and makes it accessible to a 
wide audience. It is a non-profit organization and thus supported by funding. To keep the 
Association alive in these times, the Cultural Office provided strong support in the 
Association’s development of a new conceptual focus, and helped it find a new venue 
where those concerts can take place regularly. Starting last season, the concerts are now 
held at the famous Royal Gardens of Herrenhausen.  
https://www.kammermusik-hannover.de/  

 
2. Liepe Festival at Syrowy Steel Plant  
This is a new festival held in a steel company’s still-operational industrial building, where 
two young musicians with roots in Hannover have started a chamber music festival. The 
concert venue is a storage building for steel which, once a year, hosts chamber 
musicians – both upcoming and very well-established, both international and local. It 
makes classical and chamber music more accessible and also, for an audience that 
might not be too familiar with chamber music and jazz music, helps familiarize them with 
this musical genre. Furthermore, it combines the ‘Rhapsody in School’ initiative bringing 
classical music to young school children. In 2018, collaboration with the UNESCO City of 
Music Network was launched by inviting a jazz ensemble from Mannheim. Collaboration 
with musicians from Liverpool is planned for 2019.  
https://www.liepeundco.de/  

 
 



 
 
have initiated a ‘Band Mash-up’ at which international bands from our twin towns, as well as 
our UNESCO Cities of Music Network partner cities,work together for a few days, receive 
coaching, work on each other’s songs and perform a song from one of the participating 
bands. They stay in a house together, live together and grow together over those few days. 
Each year, a band from Hannover and up to three international bands participate in the Band 
Mash-up and friendships are made. In 2015 we had musicians from Mannheim, Sevilla, Gent 
and Bologna on stage, and in 2016 we had musicians from Bologna, Mannheim and 
Glasgow appearing. In 2017, musians from Liverpool, Rouen, Posen and Hannover took part 
in the Band Mash-Up, with musicians from Katowice and Idanha-a-Nova performing on our 
international stage. In 2018, the Band Mash-up had participants from Liverpool, Glasgow, 
Rouen and Hannover . Additionally, we had musicians from Norrköping, Varanasi and 
Adelaide performing at our international venues. Plans for 2019 are currently being 
developed. This is a valuable experience in terms of building international, personal and 
musical connections; learning from each other; and co-working on new projects. As a result 
of the Mash-Up, the singer-songwriter Dan Astles from our fellow City of Music, Liverpool, is 
invited to perform in Rouen, which is twinned with Hannover, due to his collaborating with a 
band from Rouen when they were in Hannover together. Furthermore, Hannover is now the 
coordinating city for all Fete de la Musique festivals in Germany.  
https://musikzentrum-hannover.de/fete-de-la-musique/  
 
 



 
 

- Meeting with colleagues from Kansas City, November 2018;  
- Meeting with colleagues and musicians from Jamaica in May 2019 (tbc); 
- Possible meeting involving the UCOM Network during the chor.com choral event 

in September 2019 (tbc).  
 
 
Band exchange with the international Network of Music Cities 
Regular opportunities for exchange between bands will be provided with other Cities of Music 
to enable musicians from Hannover to experience performances in other cities, and to meet 
and learn about other cultures and music-making. Additionally, musicians from the UCOM 
Network are regularly invited to Hannover to perform and meet with musicians and promoters 
here. Regular invitations to the UCOM network are announced for our annual events such as 
the international Jazz Week, International A Cappella Week, Choir Festival Week, and the 
MASALA Weltbeat world music festival.  
 
 
War Requiem Project with NDR Radiophilharmonie and Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra:  
This is a collaboration with our NDR Radio Orchestra Hannover and the Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic Orchestra under the baton of maestro Andrew Manze (Music Director of the 
NDR Radio Orchestra Hannover and Principal Guest Conductor of the Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic Orchestra) to commemorate the end of the First World War with a joint music 
project to promote mutual understanding and peace. November 2018 saw musicians from 
both orchestras come together with boys’ choirs from Hannover and Liverpool for a joint 
performance of Britten’s War Requiem in both cities. Both city council offices support these 
exchange projects and concerts, and have offered to held receptions at their Town Halls for 
orchestra delegates and other people involved in making these events happen. All musicians 
and orchestra administrations expressed the wish to continue cooperation.  
https://www.ndr.de/orchester_chor/radiophilharmonie/War-Requiem-die-NDR-
Radiophilharmonie-in-Liverpool,warrequiem500.html  

 
 
Initiation of joint website www.citiesofmusic.net  
Hannover has initiated a joint website for all Cities of Music. The design is similar to that of 
the joint Design Cities website. Each city has the opportunity to present itself as a centre for 
music, with its diverse muscial projects. Furthermore, joint projects between the various cities 
are being carried out with information, pictures and links showing the growth of collaboration 
between the member cities.  
www.citiesofmusic.net 
www.hannover.de/cityofmusic  
 
 





 
 
the City of Music Hannover office, film music projects involving Bristol and Hannover are in 
development. 
 
In 2018/19, artists from Hannover (TURBA) and Bristol (BV Studios) are working together on 
a major project concerned with town twinning and strengthening the Creative Cities 
connection. There will be two art exhibitions, one held in Hannover in August 2018 and the 
other in Bristol in 2019. 
 
 
6. Proposed action plan for the forthcoming mid-term period of four years 
 
Please present a medium-term action plan for the forthcoming four years describing 
the main initiatives that the city commits to undertake:  
 
In the future, Hannover wants to expand its diverse music scene with new formats, opening 
up ‘interfaces’ for other cities in the UCCN to participate in creative development. 
As a Creative City of Music, Hannover envisages the following: 
 

- Organizing consultations, gatherings and virtual conventions; 
- Promoting the city’s good practices as well as initiating collaborative programmes, 

especially North-South and South-South initiatives; 
- Taking on the role of host in the future, which Hannover is keen to do as an 



 
 



 
 
the Kansas City Jazz Orchestra being invited to perform in front of 40,000 people at this 
year’s Outdoor Jazz Festival, which takes place every year on Ascension Day and is free of 
charge to the audience. This collaboration will continue, with jazz musicians from Hannover 
working together with musicians and institutions from Kansas City over the next few years, 
with reciprocal visits to Kansas City and vice versa.  
 
 
6.3 Estimated annual budget for implementing the proposed action plan  
 
We have a budget of EUR 135,000 that Hannover’s city council provides for UNESCO City of 
Music-related projects, including international exchange involving musicians, PR campaigns, 
funding of local events, travel expenses incurred by the focal-point-of-contact person 
attending the annual UCCN meeting, and subnetwork meetings. Furthermore, within the City 
of Hannover’s Cultural Office, there are further funds to support music projects within the city.  
 
 
6.4 Plan for communication and awareness 
 
A) Continuously and regularly update the www.citiesofmusic.net website to include new cities 
and joint projects.Furthermore, add important updates and communication forums such as a 
live-music blog. 
 
B) Continue to put news, and publicize projects and events, relating to Hannover’s varied 
music scene on the city’s website: www.hannover.de/cityofmusic  
 
C) Continue to send monthly newsletters to all City of Music Hannover partners, as a source 
for them to learn about the next month’s events and projects, and also to receive invitations 
to collaborate and other information from the Creative Cities network  
 
E) Continue local PR projects such as poster campaigns, promotional leaflets about 
Hannover as a City of Music, adverts in local magazines, information stalls at local 
networking events, etc.  
 
F)  Create a UCOM radio show in conjunction with local radio stations: establish a monthly 
radio programme highlighting Hannover’s diverse music scene and also emphasizing the 
international Cities of Music Network, so that listeners can learn about the other cities and 
their music. There are also plans to make podcasts available, thus reaching a wider 
audience 
 

 


