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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMAR Y: 

 

 

 
Ghent was designated ‘UNESCO Creative City of Music’ in 2009.  
 
The official launch of the title in Ghent took place in 2010 with a program that reached out to 
as well the political level, the cultural field and a broad audience.  
 
The management of the title is taken care of by the Departement for Culture, Sports and 
Free Time.  
 
Ghent actively participated in the annual meetings of the network in Enghien-les-Bains in 
2017; Krakau-Katowice in 2018; Fabriano 2019. In the latter Ghent also contributed to the 
musical program with sending the Ghent based band ‘Okkupeerder’.  
During the 2016 annual meeting in Östersund, Ghent was elected coordinator of the cluster 
of music cities. Ghent remained coordinator until 2017.  
 
Overarching initiatives that contributed to achieve the objectives of the UCCN in the past four 
years are: the work done in Ghent on the UN SDG’s; the further development of UiTPAS 
Gent; the 2020 project ‘OMG Van Eyck was here’, commemorating the Flemish Master and 
painter of the Ghent Altar Piece Jan Van Eyck; the start of ‘Kunstenoverleg’ and the projects 
City Composer and Sound Logo. Important and overarching as well, is the URBACT project 
REFILL on the reuse of vacant buildings and sites.   
 
In Ghent’s strategic plan
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4. M AJOR INI TI ATIV ES IMPLEMEN TED AT THE L O C AL LE V O

https://www.sustainabilityreports.be/sites/default/files/reports/en_sdg_rapport_book_20082020_final.pdf
https://www.sustainabilityreports.be/sites/default/files/reports/en_sdg_rapport_book_20082020_final.pdf


https://uitin.gent.be/uitpas
http://persruimte.stad.gent/173395-gent-reikt-50-000e-uitpas-uit
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OMG Van Eyck was here 

Commemorating the Flemish Master Jan Van Eyck 

 

Ghent is the city where Van Eyck painted his world-famous masterpiece ‘The adoration of 
the mystic lamb’ or ‘Ghent Altarpiece’ and where for the past six centuries, millions of visitors 
have gathered from all over the world to admire this painting. In 2020 Ghent is celebrating 

https://visit.gent.be/en/see-do/craftsmen-van-eyck
https://visit.gent.be/en/omg-van-eyck-was-here
https://vaneyck2020.be/themajaar-omg-van-eyck-was-here/https:/www.gentfestival.be/en/news/omg-van-eyck-was-here-flanders-festival-ghent/348/
https://vaneyck2020.be/themajaar-omg-van-eyck-was-here/https:/www.gentfestival.be/en/news/omg-van-eyck-was-here-flanders-festival-ghent/348/
https://vaneyck2020.be/themajaar-omg-van-eyck-was-here/https:/www.gentfestival.be/en/news/omg-van-eyck-was-here-flanders-festival-ghent/348/
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Kunstenoverleg Gent 

Muziekoverleg - GreenTrack 

 

‘Kunstenoverleg’ is an initiative of the cultural sector, supported by the city. It gathers all sorts 
of cultural actors, in all sorts of disciplines.  

The main objective of Kunstenoverleg is to stimulate and facilitate cooperation: 

o within the Ghent cultural field;  
o amongst culture, the arts and other sectors like tourism, education, economy, 

urban development, media, etc; 
o between the cultural field and public authorities. 

Kunstenoverleg is:  

o a network for reflection; 
o an advisory board; 
o a platform for artistic projects. 

 

The ‘Muziekoverleg’, a structure that was set up amongst all actors in the field of music (see 
previous monitoring report), is since 2019 incorporated in Kunstenoverleg, as to stimulate 
crossovers.  

The same goes for ‘GreenTrack’ an initiative of

https://gentskunstenoverleg.be/
https://persruimte.stad.gent/


https://www.bijloke.be/pQZlrfl/nieuwe-concertzaal/verbouwing


https://sogent.be/projecten/wintercircus
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A prominent role in Ghent’s cultural life is played by actors in the field of music. Ghent is home 
to 29% of all music organizations operating in Flanders. It is a wide range  from Flemish 
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5. M AJOR INI TI ATI VES IM PLEMEN TE D THR OUGH INTER-CI TY 
COOPERATION TO AC HIE VE THE OBJE C TIVE S OF THE U CC N: 

 
 

URBACT - project REFILL 
reuse of vacant spaces as driving force for innovation on local level 

 
Keywords: developing hubs of creativity and innovation 

Broadening opportunities for creators and professionals in the cultural sector  
 
From 2015 until 2018 Ghent took the lead of the URBACT project REFILL, reuse of vacant 
spaces as driving force for innovation on local level.  
 
Project descripition: 
The last years many cities experimented with the concept of ‘temporary use’ of abandoned 
and derelict spaces. It has been an important and inspiring source of innovation and change 

https://stad.gent/nl/over-gent-en-het-stadsbestuur/stadsbestuur/wat-doet-het-bestuur/gent-internationaal/samen-internationaal-werken/europese-subsidies-en-projecten/refill-een-urbact-project-rond-tijdelijke-invulling
https://stad.gent/nl/over-gent-en-het-stadsbestuur/stadsbestuur/wat-doet-het-bestuur/gent-internationaal/samen-internationaal-werken/europese-subsidies-en-projecten/refill-een-urbact-project-rond-tijdelijke-invulling
https://stad.gent/nl/over-gent-en-het-stadsbestuur/stadsbestuur/wat-doet-het-bestuur/gent-internationaal/samen-internationaal-werken/europese-subsidies-en-projecten/refill-een-urbact-project-rond-tijdelijke-invulling
https://stad.gent/nl/over-gent-en-het-stadsbestuur/inspraak-en-participatie/tijdelijke-invulling-van-terreinen-en-gebouwen
https://stad.gent/nl/over-gent-en-het-stadsbestuur/inspraak-en-participatie/tijdelijke-invulling-van-terreinen-en-gebouwen
https://www.efro-projecten.be/nl/zoek-een-europees-project/refill-582/
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Connecting internationally  

through music 

 

Ghent and Tallin are twinned cities. Tallin wants to candidate for the title of UNESCO Creative 
City of Music. In the past few years exchanges between both cities not only but also in the field 
of music took place on a regular basis. 

 

The same goes for Kanazawa, another twinned city to Ghent and a UNESCO Creative City of 
Crafts and Folk Art.  

 

The calls by other UNESCO Creative Cities of Music for exchange or contribution to music 
projects, where on a regular basis spread amongst the Ghent music actors. The city supported 
this projects.  

 

Ghent together with Antwerp would welcome in 2020 the ‘World Choir Games’. 550 choirs from 
allover the world would bring some 20.000 participants to both cities. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic this event is postponed to 2021.  

 

For more information: 

https://www.koorenstem.be/en/news/world-choir-games-will-be-postponed-july-2021 

 

 

 
 
  

https://www.koorenstem.be/en/news/world-choir-games-will-be-postponed-july-2021


https://www.operaballet.be/nl/het-huis/blog/dit-zijn-de-nieuwe-plannen-voor-opera-gent
https://www.operaballet.be/nl/het-huis/blog/dit-zijn-de-nieuwe-plannen-voor-opera-gent
https://sogent.be/projecten/wintercircus
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International work:  
 

o Ghent ECOC 2030: 
Ghent will candidate for the title of European Capital of Culture in 2030. 
Preparations for the bid are ongoing and will include cooperation with the partners 
of the international networks that Ghent is a member of, such as a.o. the UCCN, 
EUROCITIES, AVIAMA 

o Kanazawa: 
Kanazawa is a twinned city to Ghent and UCCN Creative City of Crafts and Folk 
Art. In 2021 Ghent and Kanazawa will celebrate the 50th anniversary of their 
twinning. As far as circumstances will allow, cultural exchanges between both 
cities will support this event    

o UCCN:  
Ghent will continue to take part in the activities of the UCCN and the subnetwork 
of music cities   

 
 

Estimated annual budget for implementing the proposed action plan 

 
 
Investing in infrastructure:  
 
The total budget for 



http://www.stadgent.be/
https://stad.gent/ghent-international
https://twitter.com/stadgent
https://stad.gent/en/international-policy/news-events/international-newsletter
https://stad.gent/en/international-policy/news-events/international-newsletter
https://stad.gent/nl/over-gent-en-het-stadsbestuur/over-gent/nieuws-over-bestuur-en-diensten/stadsmagazine-0
https://stad.gent/nl/over-gent-en-het-stadsbestuur/over-gent/nieuws-over-bestuur-en-diensten/stadsmagazine-0
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7.  INITIATIVES  UNDERTAKEN  IN  RESPONSE  TO COVID-19  
 
 
To counter the insulation of elderly residents in retirement homes the municipal departement 
for culture developed the initiative ‘UitinGenTV’. The indoor television circuit was used to 
broadcast on a regular basis a cultural programming. The cultural sector supplied the 
footage, the department for culture, the department for elderly care and the municipal ICT 
supplier took care of the selection, the distribution, logistics and communication.  
 
 


