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Placing people and rights at the core of the global development agenda is more critical than 
ever to support equity and social justice. Despite global progress, inequality, discrimination, 
racism and intolerance persist, further complicated by disinformation and fake news, which fuel and 
exacerbate coexistence challenges within societies. These issues impede sustainable 
development.  The 2030 Agenda’s vision of “leaving no one behind” remains unfulfilled, highlighting 
the need for rights-based and equity-driven policies to close the implementation gap. While 
respecting human rights is a core obligation for countries, these rights also provide an effective 
framework for addressing disparities and fostering resilience. Civil, political, economic, social and 
cultural rights are interconnected, indivisible, universal and indispensable for building a renewed 
social contract.  The right to access, participate in, enjoy and contribute to culture is fundamental to 
realizing human dignity.  

 

1.2 A cultural sector marked by fast-evolving transformation and enduring 
structural challenges, despite a growing policy commitment 

 

Culture is now a prominent policy domain at national, local, and increasingly regional levels, 
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The cultural sector is undergoing significant transformation, among others, 
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Cultural rights 

The global commitment to cultural rights as essential for inclusive, sustainable development was 
revitalized by MONDIACULT 2022, which emphasized cultural rights are both individual and 
collective, and form a fundamental part and dimension of human rights. Recognizing that cultural 
rights are critical to human dignity, personal development, and social cohesion, the MONDIACULT 
2022 Declaration affirms everyone’s right to access, participate in, enjoy, and contribute to culture 
without discrimination. It affirms that the right to culture encompasses all cultural fields, from 
cultural heritage and museums to cultural and creative industries, including the digital environment. 
A key aspect of the Declaration is the commitment to protecting cultural diversity and heritage while 
addressing violations of cultural rights and promoting the restitution of cultural property.  

Progress has been made since the Declaration, with countries enhancing protections for artists and 
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Culture and climate action 

Integrating culture into international climate change discussions is essential due to the profound 
impact climate change and biodiversity loss have on cultural heritage. Recognizing culture as a 
powerful resource for climate action, the 2022 MONDIACULT Declaration emphasizes the need for 
operational guidelines to help Member States develop policies addressing the extreme impacts of 
climate on the cultural sector and to reduce its carbon footprint.  At COP28, the establishment of 
the Group of Friends of Culture-Based Climate Action and the commitments made by countries to 
develop adaptive strategies for preserving cultural practices and heritage -including those guided by 
traditional
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2.3 Harnessing UNESCO’s normative instruments and programmes to drive 
cultural policy advancement at the national and local levels 
 

UNESCO's normative instruments and programmes in the field of culture are aligned with the 
commitments and thematic priorities outlined in the MONDIACULT Declaration, acting as catalysts 
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development. The growing impact of AI on cultural diversity and labor protections is a significant 
concern for Member States and stakeholders. 

To foster the growth and resilience of the cultural sector, addressing structural challenges is 
essential, as culture plays a vital role in promoting rights-based, equitable sustainable development, 
including climate action and peacebuilding. By including diverse perspectives, culture can enhance 
trust in multilateralism and participatory governance, allowing individuals and communities to 
engage in decision-making processes that address common challenges, thereby fostering mutual 
understanding and social cohesion. 

MONDIACULT 2025 aims to further global discussions on culture, potentially leading to a stand-
alone cultural goal within the sustainable development framework. This initiative is rooted in the 
recognition of the dual objectives of addressing structural issues in the cultural sector and 
leveraging cultural diversity for sustainable development. The MONDIACULT 2022 Declaration has 
already called for such a goal, and MONDIACULT 2025 will provide a platform for shaping its content, 
informed by insights from the Global Report, and outcomes of regional consultations. 

 


