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1. Context  
 
International Literacy Day (ILD) 2024 is being celebrated under the theme of ‘Promoting multilingual 
education: Literacy for mutual understanding and peace’. 
 
Literacy1 is a right and empowers people. It opens doors to the enjoyment of other human rights and 
freedoms. Literacy provides a foundation on which people can acquire broader knowledge, skills and 
values, as well as cultivate attitudes and behaviours, to foster a culture of sustainability and lasting 
peace, based on respect for equality and non-discrimination, the rule of law, solidarity, justice, diversity 

 
1 The word 'literacy' is used in this document to refer to reading, writing and numeracy skills. Literacy is herein understood as a continuum of 
proficiency in these skills,  and as ‘the ability to read and write, to identify, understand, interpret, create, communicate and compute, using 
printed and written materials, as well as the ability to solve problems in an increasingly technological and information-rich environment’ 
(UNESCO, 2015). Numeracy is understood in this document in line with the definition given by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD)’s Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC): ‘the ability to access, use, interpret and 
communicate mathematical information and ideas, in order to engage in and manage the mathematical demands of a range of situations in 
adult life’ (UIL, 2020).  
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https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000245179
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000375130
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https://data.uis.unesco.org/index.aspx?queryid=121
/en/legal-affairs/constitution
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000231865
https://www.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/global-trends-report-2022.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/global-trends
https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/news/world-migration-report-2024-reveals-latest-global-trends-and-challenges-human-mobility


https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000387186
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-021-01604-y
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000387186
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000243713
https://www.uil.unesco.org/en/seventh-international-conference-adult-education
https://www.un.org/en/transforming-education-summit
https://www.un.org/en/common-agenda/summit-of-the-future


   

 

 

4

https://www.uil.unesco.org/en/grale5
https://www.uil.unesco.org/en/grale5
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000386924
https://www.multilingual-matters.com/page/detail/Language-Power-and-Pedagogy/?k=9781853594731
/gem-report/en/literacy-life
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https://www.education.gov.za/programmes/kharigude.aspx
https://www.uil.unesco.org/en/litbase/kha-ri-gude-let-us-learn-adult-literacy-programme-kgalp-south-africa
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000245749
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382627
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000225258
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000232547
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/2020/03/strengthening-the-governance-of-skills-systems_0315c545.html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11159-016-9552-y
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