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International Literacy Day 2024 

Master of Ceremony: Ms Jacinte Noussi 
  
High-level messages  
 Ms Audrey Azoulay, Director-General, UNESCO   

 H.E. Ms Chantal Biya, First Lady of 
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International Literacy Day 2024 

Chair: Mr Abdel Rahamane Baba-Moussa, Secretary General, Conférence des 
ministres de l'Éducation des États et Gouvernements de la francophonie 
(CONFEMEN)  
  
 Mr Borhene Chakroun, Director, Division for Policy and Lifelong Learning 

System, Education Sector, UNESCO   

tŀƴŜƭƛǎǘǎ ථ  
 H.E. Mr Laurent Serge Etoundi Ngoa, Minister of Basic Education, Cameroon  

 H.E. Mr Jean-Luc Mouthou, Minister of Preschool, Primary, Secondary 

Education and Literacy, Republic of Congo  ථථථ  

 H.E. Mr Pierre Gomez, Minister of Higher Education, Research, Science and 

Technology, Gambia (online)   

 H.E. Ms Elisabeth Sherif, Minister of National Education, Literacy, Teaching 

profession, and National Language Promotion, Niger  

 H.E. Dr Peace Regis Mutuuzo, Minister of State for Gender and Cultural 

Affairs, Uganda  

 H.E. Mr Sheikh Manssour Bin Mussallam, Secretary General, Organisation of 

Southern Cooperation (OSC)   

 15:00 ς 16:00ථ  Session 1: Enhancing policies and systems to promote literacy in multilingual 
ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ථ  
ථ  
Promoting literacy for fostering mutual understanding and peace in multilingual 
contexts require appropriate policies and systems, going beyond the integration of 
literacy in national policy documents (e.g., development strategies, education and 
lifelong learning policies and language policies). This session will explore how 
national policy frameworks and systems can be enhanced by strengthening the 
following three links: 1) literacy and ‘education for peace and global citizenship’; 2) 
literacy and ‘language and multilingualism’; and 3) literacy and ‘a lifelong learning 
ecosystem’.          
ථ  
Moderator: Ms Isabell Kempf, Director, UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning 

;h/>Ϳථ  
  
tŀƴŜƭƛǎǘǎ ථ  
 H.E. Mr Nos Sles, Secretary of State, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport, 

Cambodia (online)  

 H.E. MBOURING Bah Celestin, Former Deputy Secretary General Ministry of 

National Education and Civic Promotion, Chad  

 H.E. Mr. KALUME DYAILE Hilaire, Secrétaire Général aux Affaires Sociales, 

Democratic Republic of Congo  

 H.E. Mr Amos Amah Fully, Deputy Minister of Education, Liberia  

 Mr Lang Fafa Dampha, Executive Secretary, African Academy of Languages 
(ACALAN) 
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 Prof. Priyankar Upadhyaya, UNESCO Chair for Peace and Intercultural 
Understanding, Banaras Hindu University, India (online)  

 

 Ms Yasmein Abdelghany, representative of the SDG4 Youth & Students 
Network  

  
 16:00 ς 16:30ථ     Coffee break 

 16:30 ς мтΥол ථ  Session 2: Effective programmes for promoting literacy and peace in multilingual 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ථ  
This panel session intends to explore effective programmes that can strengthen the 
above-mentioned links with a particular focus on the ‘literacy and peace’ and 
‘literacy and language’ links. The first focuses on the alignment or integration of 
‘literacy teaching and learning’ and ‘education for peace, global citizenship, human 
rights, and sustainable development, especially in the areas related to SDG Target 
4.7 and those covered by the 2023 UNESCO Recommendation through coordinated 
development of curricula and materials and capacity development of educators. 
Regarding the literacy and language link, this session will examine the effectiveness 
and challenges of first language-based, multilingual approaches to literacy 
development. 
 
Moderator: Mari Yasunaga, Programme Specialist, Section of Youth, Literacy and 
Skills Development, Division of Policy and Lifelong Learning System, UNESCO 
ථ  
tŀƴŜƭƛǎǘǎ ථ  
 Dr Sherif Salah Alsayed Alakwar, Assistant Secretary General of National 

Commission for UNESCO, Egypt  

 DƐ�hƌƐƵůĂ�DĂƵƌŝē͕�&ĞĚĞƌĂů�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŝŽŶ͕��ĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬ�ǀŽyŵŝ͕�sŝĞŶŶĂ�

University of Education, Austria   

 Ms Saur Marlina Manurung, Co-founder, Sokola Institute, Indonesia   

 Mr Gideon Seun Olanrewaju, Founder, Aid for Rural Education Access 

Initiative (AREAi), Nigeria    

 Ms Diana Carolina Lavayen Calero, Director of Programmes, Fundacion 

ProEd, Panama   

 Dr Ahmmardouh Mjaya, Lecturer in African Languages and Linguistics and a 

Ciyawo Language Specialist at Chancellor College, Centre for Language 

Studies at the University of Malawi (online) 

 17:30 ς 18:30ථ  Session 3: Anchoring literacy efforts in a lifelong learning ecosystem  
 
This session will explore how the link between literacy efforts and a lifelong 
learning ecosystem can be strengthened by looking at different elements of such 
an ecosystem at national, city and community levels and in a virtual space. One 
element is conducive multilingual literate environments, in which people can 
become motivated to learn and can acquire, use and advance their literacy skills, 
including the availability of appropriate policies, qualification systems, learning 
opportunities, materials, and learning spaces, as well as the factors that can 
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  Opening remarks by UNESCO 
 Ms Stefania Giannini, Assistant Director-General for Education, UNESCO 

(online) 

  Presentation on literacy in Africa 
 

 Mr Tidiane Sall, Project Officer, UNESCO Office in Dakar   

  Panelists 
 Professor Saidou Madougou, Director of the Department of Education, 

Science, Technology and Innovation (ESTI), African Union 

 M. Momo DAMBA, Directeur National de l'Alphabétisation, représentant de 

Monsieur le Ministre de l'Enseignement Pré-Universitaire et de 

l'Alphabétisation, Chef de la délégation guinéenne, Guinea 

 Mr. Samuel Dem Marier Dhieu, Director General for Alternative Education 

System (AES) in the national Ministry of General Education & Instruction 

South Sudan 

 Dr. Brendah Musanya, Acting Director for Open and Distance Education, 

Zambia 

 12:30 ς 12:45ථ   Closing remarks  
  
 Borhene Chakroun, Director, Division for Policy and Lifelong Learning System, 

Education Sector, UNESCO   

 12:45 ς мпΥлл ථ     >ƵŶĐŚථ

/en/articles/educa-tv-television-secure-education-central-africa-even-times-crisis
http://www.unesco.org/en/days/literacy
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