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INTRODUCTION  
 
Biosphere reserves are areas of terrestrial and coastal/marine ecosystems, or a combination thereof, which are 
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PART I : SUMMARY 
 
 
1. PROPOSED NAME OF THE BIOSPHERE RESERVE:  
[It is advisable to use a locally accepted geographic, descriptive or symbolic name which allows people to identify 
themselves with the site concerned (e.g. Rio Platano Biosphere Reserve, Bookmark Biosphere Reserve).  Except in 
unusual circumstances, biosphere reserves should not be named after existing national parks or similar administrative 
areas.] 
 
 
 
2. NAME OF THE COUNTRY:  
 
 
 
3. FULFILLMENT OF THE THREE FUNCTIONS OF BIOSPHERE RESERVES :  
[Article 3 of the Statutory Framework presents the three functions of conservation, development and logistic support. 
Explain in general terms how the area fulfills these functions.] 
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4. CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION AS A BIOSPHERE RESERVE :  
[Article 4 of the Statutory Framework presents 7 general criteria for an area to be qualified for designation as a 
biosphere reserve which are given in order below.]  
 
4.1 "Encompass a mosaic of ecological systems representative of major biogeographic region(s), 
including a gradation of human interventions".   
(The term "major biogeographic region" is not strictly defined but it would be useful to refer to the Udvardy 
classification system (http://www.unep-
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"(a) a legally constituted core area or areas devoted to long term protection, according to the 
conservation objectives of the biosphere reserve, and of sufficient size to meet these objectives". 
(Describe the core area(s) briefly, indicating their legal status, their size, the main conservation objectives). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"(b) a buffer zone or zones clearly identified and surrounding or contiguous to the core area or areas, 
where only activities compatible with the conservation objectives can take place". 
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http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
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Address, email, phone number:   _______________________________________  
 
 
 
5.4  Signed by the authority/authorities, elected local government recognized authority or  

spokesperson  representative of the communities located in the transition area(s). 
 
Full name and title:  _________________________________________________  
 
Date:  ____________________________________________________________  
 
Address, email, phone number:   _______________________________________  
 
 
Full name and title:  _________________________________________________  
 
Date:  ____________________________________________________________  
 
Address, email, phone number:   _______________________________________  
 
 
Full name and title:  _________________________________________________  
 
Date:  ____________________________________________________________  
 
Address, email, phone number:   _______________________________________  
 
 
 
5.5 Signed on behalf of the MAB National Committee or focal point: 
 
Full name and title:  _________________________________________________  
 
Date:  ____________________________________________________________  
 
Address, email, phone number:   _______________________________________  
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8. BIOGEOGRAPHICAL REGION:  
[Indicate the generally accepted name of the biogeographical region in which the proposed biosphere reserve is located.] 
(The term "major biogeographic region" is not strictly defined but you may wish to refer to the Udvardy classification 
system (http://www.unep-wcmc.org/udvardys-biogeographical-provinces-1975_745.html)). 
 
 
 
 
9. LAND USE:  
 
 
9.1 Historical: 
(If known, give a brief summary of past/historical land use(s), resource uses and landscape dynamics of each zone of the 
proposed biosphere reserve).  
 
 
 
 
9.2 Who are the main users of the biosphere reserve? (for each zone, and main resources used). If 
applicable, describe the level of involvement of indigenous people taking into account the “United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”. 
(http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf). 
 
  
 
 
 
9.3 What are the rules (including customary or traditional) of land use in and access to each zone of 
the biosphere reserve? 
 
 
 
 
9.4 Describe women’s and men’s different levels of access to and control over resources.  
(Do men and women use the same resources differently (e.g., for subsistence, market, religious/ritual purposes), or use 
different resources?). 

 
 
 
 
 
10. HUMAN POPULATION OF PROPOSED BIOSPHERE RESERVE: 
[Approximate number of people living within the proposed biosphere reserve] 
 
      

 Permanently Seasonally 

10.1 Core Area(s) _______ _______ 

10.2 Buffer Zone(s) _______ _______ 

10.3 Transition Area(s) _______ _______ 

Total:  _______ _______ 

10.4 Brief description of local communities living within or near the proposed biosphere reserve.  
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(Indicate ethnic origin and composition, minorities etc., main economic activities (e.g. pastoralism, tourism) and the 
location of their main areas of concentration, with reference to the map (section 6.2)). 

 

 
 
 
10.5 Nam

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13055&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13055&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
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(Briefly describe the climate of the area, you may wish to use the regional climate classification by Köppen as suggested 
by WMO (http://www.wmo.int/pages/themes/climate/understanding_climate.php)). 
  
 
11.3.1 Average temperature of the warmest month: _____________ °C 
 
11.3.2 Average temperature of the coldest month: _____________ °C 
 
11.3.3 Mean annual precipitation:________ mm, recorded at an elevation of _______ metres 
 
 
11.3.4 Is there a meteorological station in or near the proposed biosphere reserve? If so, what is its 

name and location and how long has it been operating? 
 
 
11.4 Geology, geomorphology, soils: 
(Briefly describe important formations and conditions, including bedrock geology, sedimentary deposits, and important 
soil types). 
  
 
11.5 Bioclimatic zone:  
(Indicate the bioclimatic region in which the proposed biosphere reserve is located, refer to the table below and tick the 
appropriate box for each area of the biosphere reserve). 
 
 
 

Areas Average annual 
rainfall/mm 

Aridity index Core 
area(s) 

Buffer 
zone(s) 

Transition 
area(s) Penman (UNEP index) 



http://millenniumassessment.org/en/Framework.html
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13.1 Describe the main objectives of the proposed biosphere reserve, integrating the three functions 
(conservation, development and logistic), presented below (sections 14 to 16), including 
components of biological and cultural diversity. Please specify the indirect pressures and/or 
organizational issues. 
 
 
 
 
13.2 Describe the sustainable development objectives of the biosphere reserve.  
(If appropriate, please refer to Agenda 21, Rio+20 and SDG post 2015). 
 
 
 
13.3 Indicate the main stakeholders involved in the management of the biosphere reserve.  
 
 
 
 
13.4 What consultation procedure was used for designing the biosphere reserve? 
 
 
 
 
13.5 How will stakeholder involvement in implementing and managing the biosphere r
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14.1.2 Describe the state and trends of the ecosystems and/or land cover types described above and 
the natural and human drivers of the trends. 

 

14.1.3 What kind of protection regimes (including customary and traditional) exist for the core 
area(s) and the buffer zone(s)? 

 

 

14.1.4 Which indicators or data are used to assess the efficiency of the actions/strategy used? 
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14.2.5 What actions do you intend to take to reduce these pressures? 

 
 
 
14.3. At the level of genetic diversity: 
14.3.1 Indicate species or varieties that are of importance (e.g. for conservation, medicine, food 

production, agrobiodiversity, cultural practices etc). 

 

14.3.2 What ecological, economic or social pressures or changes may threaten these species or 


EMC 
/P3-1 ( )0l7a2ti   

1
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15.2. If tourism is a major activity: 
 

15.2.1 Describe the type(s) of tourism and the touristic facilities available. Summarize the main 
touristic attractions in the proposed biosphere reserve and their location(s). 

 

 

 

15.2.2 How many visitors come to the proposed biosphere reserve each year? (Distinguish between 
single-day visitors and overnight guests, visitors only visiting the proposed biosphere reserve or 
only passing on the way to another place). Is there an upward or downward trend, or a particular 
target? 
 

 

15.2.3 How are tourism activities currently managed? 

 

 

15.2.4 Indicate possible positive and/or negative impacts of tourism at present or foreseen and how 
they will be assessed (linked to section 14)? 

 

15.2.5 
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15.3.3 Which indicators are, or will be used to assess the state and its 
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15.5.1 For the activities described above, what income or benefits do local communities (including 
men and women) derive directly from the site proposed as a biosphere reserve and how? 

 

 

15.5.2 What indicators are used to measure such income or other benefits? 

 

 

15.6 Spiritual and cultural values and customary practices:  
( ( F Spiritual   
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16.1 
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16.4 Internal and external communication channels and media used by the biosphere reserve: 

16.4.1 Is (will)  there (be) a biosphere reserve website? If yes, what is its URL? 

 

16.4.2 Is (will) there (be) an electronic newsletter? If yes, how often will it be published? 

 

16.4.3 Does (will)  the biosphere reserve belong to a social network (Facebook, Twitter, etc.)? 

 
 
 
17. GOVERNANCE, BIOSPHERE RESERVE MANAGEMENT  AND COORDINATION:   
[Describe the following characteristics in the prospective that the site is being designated.]  

17.1 Management and coordination structure:  

17.1.1 What is the legal status of the biosphere reserve? 

 

 

17.1.2 What is the legal status of the core area(s) and the buffer zone(s)? 

 

 

17.1.3 Which administrative authorities have competence for each zone of the biosphere reserve 
(core area(s), buffer zone(s), transition area(s))?  

 

 

17.1.4. Clarify the respective competence of each of these authorities. Make a distinction between 
each zone if necessary and mention any decentralized authority. 

 

 

17.1.5 Indicate the main land tenure (ownership) for each zone.  
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17.1.6 Is there a single manager/coordinator of the biosphere reserve or are several people in charge 
of 
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17.2.3 Explain the means used to resolve these conflicts, and their effectiveness. 

 

17.3 Representation, participation and consultation of local communities: 

17.3.1 At what stages in the existence oyrk33.12 650.4 Tm
(rg
555.24)9.5
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17.3.7   What consultation mechanisms have been used, and who has been involved?  Are they for 
specific purposes or long-



  
 
 
 

 
UNESCO - Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme - Biosphere reserve nomination form - January 2013 

25 

 

17.4.6 Indicate how this management/cooperation addresses the objectives of the proposed 
biosphere reserve (as described in section 13.1). 

 

17.4.7 Is the plan binding? Is it based on a consensus? 

 

17.4.8 
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18. SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS:  
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Name:  ________________________________________________________________  

Street or P.O. Box:  ______________________________________________________  

City with postal code:  ____________________________________________________  

Country:  ______________________________________________________________  

Telephone:  ____________________________________________________________  

E-mail:  _______________________________________________________________  

Web site:      
 
 
20.4. Administering entity of the transition area(s): 
 
Name:  ________________________________________________________________  

Street or P.O. Box:  ______________________________________________________  

City with postal code:  ____________________________________________________  

Country:  ______________________________________________________________  

Telephone:  ____________________________________________________________  

E-mail:  _______________________________________________________________  

Web site:       
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  Plants  
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Firewood cutting  Interdisciplinary studies  

Fishery  Land tenure  

Forestry  Land use/Land cover  

Human health  Landscape inventorying/monitoring  

Human migration  Management issues  

Hunting  Mapping  

Indicators  Modelling  

Indicators of sustainability  Monitoring/methodologies  

Indigenous people's issues  Planning and zoning measures  
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Annex II to the Biosphere Reserve Nomination Form, January 2013 
Promotion and Communication Materials 

For the Proposed Biosphere Reserve 
 

Provide some promotional material regarding the proposed site, notably high quality photos, and/or short videos on 
the site so as to allow the Secretariat to prepare appropriate files for press events. To this end, a selection of 
photographs in high resolution (300 dpi), with photo credits and captions and video footage (rushes), without any 
comments or sub-titles, of professional quality – DV CAM or BETA only, will be needed. 
 
 In addition, return a signed copy of the following Agreement on Non-Exclusive Rights. A maximum of ten 
(10) minutes on each biosphere reserve will then be assembled in the audiovisual section of UNESCO and the final 
product, called a B-roll, will be sent to the press. 



  
 
 
 

 
UNESCO - Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme - 
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Annex III to the Biosphere Reserve Nomination Form, January 2013 
Privacy Notice 

 
I grant UNESCO the worldwide non-exclusive rights to reproduce, translate, adapt, publish, 
perform, broadcast, and communicate to the public, in any language and in printed and electronic 
format, the whole or any part of the responses provided and to authorize other publishers or co-
publishers to exercise any or all of these rights. I also grant UNESCO the worldwide irrevocable rights to 
deposit the whole or any part of the surveys/interviews/online contributions responses in its multilingual 
Open Access Repository in electronic form. This entails the right of access to copy, usage, distribution, 
adaptation, for lawful purposes, with in specified constraints. UNESCO uses Creative Commons CC BY SA 
3.0 IGOlicense in line with its Open Access Policy. 
 
Privacy Notice 
 
Any personal data provided as part of survey/interview/online contribution responses may be used and 
cited in the products UNESCO will publish. I may revoke my consent by providing written notice. I also 
have a right to access and request correction of any personal data held by the Organization. I may 
exercise my rights in connection with this statement by contacting mab@unesco.org  
 
 

 
Name and address :    

 Date : 
      
   Signature : 
 
 
(Please sign, return to UNESCO two copies of the Agreement and retain the original for yourself)  
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