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UNESCO World Conference on Culture and Arts Education – 
13-15 February 2024, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

 

Guidance Note for the Thematic Sessions 
 

Thematic Session 1: Equitable access to culture and arts education 

Equitable access is the foundation for realizing not only education and cultural rights, but other rights 
and fundamental freedoms. Achieving equitable access to culture and arts education begins with the 
removal of all obstacles, from limited infrastructure and resources to all forms of exclusion. It entails 
ensuring availability of physical, digital and blended spaces that bring together diverse educational and 
cultural actors to meaningfully participate, co-create and enjoy ri

challenges and ensuring equitable access to diverse culture and arts education experiences today and 
in the future. 
 

Guiding questions from the perspective of your country/institution: 

• What are some of the overall systemic obstacles to ensuring equitable access to 
quality culture and arts education? Which of these are specific to culture and arts 
education? 

• What are some of the promising evidence-based approaches to addressing these 
gaps around the world?  

• What are some of the challenges, best practices and lessons learned from these 
approaches?  

• What are some of the ways in which culture and arts education is making a difference 
to the inclusion of disadvantaged and vulnerable learners? How can these approaches  

Quality culture and arts education should be contextual and relevant to learners’ immediate ways of 
knowing, being and doing. It draws on culture and the arts as a rich wellspring of individual and 
collective meaning making - 
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Additionally, culture and arts education should be lifelong and life wide. This requires not only beginning 
with early childhood care and education, but also ensuring the availability of co-created culture and 
arts education experiences throughout life, including opportunities for intergenerational and 
intercultural learning and exchange. Lastly, quality, lifelong and life-wide culture and arts education can 
only be designed and implemented in concert with all actors – from learners, teachers, educators, 
artists and other cultural professionals and practitioners, and communities at large.    
The second session will bring together diverse voices to reflect and put forth concrete ways to guide 
collective action towards equitable, accessible, quality, lifelong and life-wide learning in and through 
culture and arts education.  

Guiding questions from the perspective of your country/institution:  

• What can be done to broaden the concept of learning spaces? For example, how do 
we ensure that museums and other cultural spaces are conducive to effective 
learning? 

• How do we collectively ensure the participation of relevant actors in the design and 
implementation of quality CAE policies and practices?  

• What are some of the innovative approaches to strengthening the capacities of 
teachers, educators, cultural professionals and practitioners to provide quality culture 
and arts education?  
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Guiding questions from the perspective of your country/institution: 

• How can digital technologies contribute to addressing and reducing system-wide 
inequalities in access to culture and arts education?  

• What evidence-based approaches have successfully broadened access to digital 
technologies for culture and arts education, particularly benefiting people in vulnerable 
situations? 

• What role can governments play in addressing the widely known concerns associated with 
the integration of AI and other digital technologies into culture and art education 
programmes?  

• How can collaboration be expanded to address the evolving technologies and AI in culture 
and arts education, considering both opportunities and risks, and ensuring the balanced 
regulation of digital tools? 

• In what ways can human capacities be harnessed for co-creating and delivering digital 
content in culture and arts education, and enriching the learning experience while ensuring 
the inclusion of creators, heritage bearers or other relevant stakeholders? 

• What strategies can be employed to promote cultural and linguistic diversity online? 

• How can culture and arts education systems and institutions keep pace with available and 
rapidly-changing technologies? 

 
Thematic Session 6: Partnerships and financing in support of culture and arts education    
Realizing equitable, accessible, quality, and relevant lifelong and life-wide culture and arts education 
requires rethinking key enabling factors such as partnerships and financing. For example, the concept 
of partnerships needs to be expanded by putting in place mechanisms and removing barriers to support 
diverse actors, groups and institutions, at all levels, to exchange, co-create, collaborate, and build on 
diverse resources in strengthening and expanding culture and arts education. Additionally, resources, 
especially financial, should be mobilized, including by developing mechanisms at the local, national, 
regional and global levels to support the design and implementation of sustained and collaborative 
culture and arts education programmes.
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Quality and relevant lifelong and life-
wide learning in, through and with 
cultural diversity 

Quality and relevant lifelong and life-
wide learning in, through and with 
cultural diversity 

DAY 2: Wednesday 14 February
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Annex 
 
Map of Conference Hall 4 

 
 
 


