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 Recognizing that culture is an essential component of human de
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entitled “Culture: key to sustainable development”, organized by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and held in Hangzhou, China, 
from 15 to 17 May 2013, 

 Welcoming the World Culture Forum on the power of culture in sustainable 
development, held in Bali, Indonesia, from 24 to 27 November 2013, which enriches 
the deliberations on the impact of culture on the three dimensions of sustainable 
development, 

 Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we want”,6 which recognizes that all 
cultures and civilizations can contribute to sustainable development and calls for 
holistic and integrated approaches to sustainable d
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 6. Also recognizes the potential of culture as a driver of sustainable 
development, which contributes to a strong and viable economic sector by 
generating income, creating decent jobs and addressing both the economic and 
social dimensions of poverty through cultural heritage and cultural and creative 
industries, while providing innovative and effective solutions to cross-cutting 
issues, such as education, health, gender equality and the environment; 

 7. Emphasizes the important contribution of culture to the three dimensions 
of sustainable development and to the achievement of national development 
objectives and the internationally agreed development goals, including the 
Millennium Development Goals, and in this regard acknowledges: 

 (a) That culture contributes to inclusive economic development, as cultural 
heritage, cultural and creative industries, sustainable cultural tourism and cultural 
infrastructure are sources of income generation and job creation, including at the 
community level, thus improving living conditions and fostering community-based 
economic growth, and contribute to empowering individuals; 

 (b) That culture contributes to inclusive social development for all, including 
local communities and indigenous peoples, with respect for cultural diversity, 
safeguarding of the cultural and natural heritage, fostering of cultural institutions 
and strengthening of cultural and creative industries; 

 (c) That culture contributes to environmental sustainability, since the 
protection of cultural and biological diversity and the natural heritage is crucial to 
sustainable development, while supporting traditional systems of environmental 
protection, and resource management can contribute to the increased sustainability 
of fragile ecosystems and the preservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, 
reducing land degradation and mitigating the effects of climate change; 

 8. Acknowledges
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 12. Encourages all Member States, intergovernmental bodies, organizations 
of the United Nations system, relevant non-governmental organizations and all other 
relevant stakeholders to enhance international cooperation in supporting the efforts 
of developing countries towards the development, strengthening and consolidation 
of cultural industries, cultural tourism and culture-related microenterprises and to 
assist those countries in developing the necessary infrastructure and skills, as well 
as in mastering information and communications technologies and in gaining access 
to new technologies on mutually agreed terms; 

 13. Encourages initiatives to foster cultural cooperation agreements and 
networks at the regional level for knowledge- and information-sharing for 
sustainable development; 

 14. Invites the organizations of the United Nations system, in particular the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to continue to 
provide support, to facilitate financing and to assist Member States, upon their 
request, in developing their national capacities to optimize the contribution of 
culture to development, including through information-sharing, the exchange of best 
practices, data collection, research and study and the use of appropriate evaluation 
indicators, as well as to implement applicable international cultural conventions, 
taking into account the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly; 

 15. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization and other relevant United Nations bodies to continue to assess, in 
consultation with Member States, the contribution of culture to the achievement of 
sustainable development through the compilation of quantitative data, including 
indicators and statistics, with a view to informing development policies and relevant 
reports, where appropriate; 

 16. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that United Nations country 
teams continue to further integrate and mainstream culture into their programming 
exercises, in particular United Nations Development Assistance Frameworks, in 
consultation with relevant national authorities, when assisting countries in the 
pursuit of their development objectives; 

 17. Encourages all Member States, intergovernmental bodies, organizations 
of the United Nations system, relevant non-governmental organizations and all other 
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