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Recognizing the linkages between cultural and biological diversity and the
positive contribution of local and indigenous traditional knowledge in addressing
environmental challenges in a sustainable manner,

Taking note of the declaration adopted in Florence, Italy, on 4 October 2014, at
the third United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization World
Forum on Culture and Cultural Industries, which follows the Hangzhou Declaration:
Placing Culture at the Heart of Sustainable Development Policies, adopted in
Hangzhou, China, on 17 May 2013, and the Bali Promise, adopted at the World
Culture Forum, held in Bali, Indonesia, from 24 to 27 November 2013, on the role
that culture plays as a driver of sustainable development,

Stressing the importance of inclusiveness within the United Nations
development system and that no country is left behind in the implementation of the
present resolution,

1. Reaffirms the role of culture as an enabler of sustainable development
that provides people and communities with a strong sense of identity and social
cohesion and contributes to more effective and sustainable development policies and
measures at all levels, and stresses in this regard that policies responsive to cultural
contexts can vyield better, sustainable, inclusive and equitable development
outcomes;

2. Recognizes the potential of culture as a driver of sustainable
development, which contributes to a strong and viable economic sector by

3/6









A/RES/70/214 Culture and sustainable development

14. Invites the organizations of the United Nations system, in particular the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to continue to
provide support, to facilitate financing and to assist Member States, upon their
request, in developing their national capacities to optimize the contribution of
culture to sustainable development, including through information-sharing, the
exchange of best practices, data collection, research and study and the use of
appropriate evaluation indicators, as well as to implement applicable international
cultural conventions, taking into account the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly;

15. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and other relevant United Nations bodies to continue to assess, in
consultation with Member States, the contribution of culture to the achievement of
sustainable development through the compilation of quantitative data, including
indicators and statistics, with a view to informing development policies and relevant
reports, where appropriate;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that United Nations country
teams continue to further integrate and mainstream culture into their programming
exercises, in particular United Nations Development Assistance Frameworks, in
consultation with relevant national authorities, when assisting countries in the
pursuit of their development objectives;

17. Encourages all countries, intergovernmental bodies, organizations of the
United Nations system, relevant non-governmental organizations and all other
relevant stakeholders to give due consideration to the contribution of culture to the
achievement of sustainable development in the formulation of national, regional and
international development policies and international cooperation instruments;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its
seventy-second session a report on the implementation of the present resolution, and
decides to include, under the item entitled “Globalization and interdependence”, the
sub-item entitled “Culture and sustainable development” in the provisional agenda
of its seventy-second session, unless otherwise agreed in the discussions on the
revitalization of the Second Committee.

81st plenary meeting
22 December 2015
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