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§ The first session of the Intergovernmental Conference of the States Parties to the Global 

Convention was held on 4-5 July in UNESCO Headquarters. It brought together over 250 
participants, including representatives of the 21 States Parties to the Convention. Other 
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practice accumulated in ESD, a Greening Education Partnership was launched as a 
global initiative to accelerate country level education responses to climate change and 
promote sustainable development through strong, coordinated and comprehensive 
action, taking a lifelong learning and whole-institutional approach. As of July 2023, 72 
Member States and over 800 organizations have joined the Partnership, and collective 
efforts are activated through four pillars on greening schools, curriculum, teacher training 
and education systems’ capacities, and communities. The role of education in tackling 
climate change will be further highlighted at COP28 in December 2023 in Dubai, UAE 
through a Greening Education Pavilion hosted by the UAE and high level events. 

 
§ As part of the implementation of the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) for 

2030 Framework and building on the 2021 Berlin Declaration on ESD, a core group of 
86 pilot countries have expressed interest and embarked on the development of their 
ESD for 2030 country initiatives of which eight have now been finalized. Three regional 
ESDnet meetings were held for Africa, Asia and the Pacific and Europe and Northern 
America, during which countries showcased their efforts to develop country initiatives as 
examples to inspire and encourage other countries to follow. The meetings further served 
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§ Regarding ratification of the Convention, despite all the efforts, since 2021, only three 
countries have ratified 
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UNESCO  - notably the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) – continues to 
promote the new framework and 
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educational programmes and educational attainment; and ISCED-F 2013 classification 
of fields of education and training. The information collected in these surveys were used 



 

 7 

 
§ National and regional policy and capacity-building workshops targeting policy and 

science actors from over 30 countries have been conducted to raise awareness of the 
2021 Recommendation and the means for its implementation. Several subregional 
bodies, including SADEC, ECOWAS and EASTECO are currently considering regional 
open science policies in line with UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science for which 
UNESCO will be providing technical and substantive guidance and assistance. 

  
§ The first edition of the Open Science Outlook providing a snapshot of the status and 

trends of open science at global and regional level is being developed and planned to be 
launched at the 42nd General Conference. The Open Science Steering Committee and 
the UNESCO Open Science Working Groups have been actively engaged in providing 
inputs and peer-review of the Outlook.  

 
MDM*

*
7?89*B.4"33.#-2$&"#*"#*M4&.#4.*2#-*M4&.#$&6&4*B.).2%40.%)*
*
§ The reporting period marks the upscaling of efforts to implement the Recommendation 

on Science and Scientific Researchers (RS|SR)with the 216th session of the Executive 
Board as a milestone. The discussion, proposed by 34 co-sponsors (document 216 
EX/45), and the associated decision crystallized a political consensus on the urgency of 
linking scientific endeavors and science ecosystems to human rights and the key role of 
the RS|SR in achieving that. Among other topics the intellectual autonomy of scientific 
researchers was highlighted as meriting equal attention to the freedoms of journalists 
and creators. There was also a proposal to establish a space for regular exchange 
amongst policymakers on the safety of science towards more robust policy frameworks 
and greater protection for scientists. The RS|SR implementation will also be discussed 
at the 42nd session of the General Conference. 

 
§ The 216 EX/Decision 45 has already triggered innovative work. UNESCO joined hands 

with $0.*W&#1-"3*"6*$0.*X.$0.%52#-) to shed light into the concept of scientific freedom 
and the protection of scientists. Two Science Dialogues with selected experts were 
convened in June focusing on gender and other identities and on online harassment in 
relation to the Safety of Scientists. The events provided valuable insights into the causes, 
scope and response gaps. These findings together with a related research paper will 
inform a policy dialogue with representatives of interested national administrations 
responsible for the promotion and protection of scientific freedom (tentatively in early 
October). 

 
§ The value of the RS|SR as a reference point for policy and capacity development work 

on the ground was further reaffirmed by the continuing success of the intersectoral 
project on M$%.#1$0.#&#1* MNF* )/)$.3)* 6"%* )()$2&#2'5.* -.,.5"+3.#$* &#* Q6%&42, 
concluded in December 2022. Of note is the approval by the Cabinet of Sierra Leone in 
April of the first ever national science, technology and innovation (STI) policy, a direct 
result of the project. Moreover, the project outcomes triggered a conversation supporting 
the initiative by the ministers in charge of education and training and science, technology 
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finalized a report on the status of scientific researchers in the country. It presented the 
report to the Minister of Education and Science and organized two discussions with 
government and research stakeholders in view of upcoming legislative work on STI. The 
results were also presented at the World Science Forum in South Africa. Furthermore, a 
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and supporting the achievement of Output 7.SHS1 of the 42 C/5 Draft Programme and 
Budget. Similar to UNESCO’s work on the protection of other categories of professionals, 
this programme would aim to establish a comprehensive workplan, guided by the needs 
and priorities of Member States, and of tested methodologies, notably those of the Sida-
sponsored STI project in Africa, which served as the basis in which a new concept was 
built for a science ecosystem with a strong human rights component, for scientific 
freedom and for the sharing of scientific progress. 
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§ The implementation of the Recommendation on the Ethics of AI (2021) has advanced 
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creative sectors, as well as through the joint development of a methodological guide on 
the participatory elaboration of status of the artist laws, among other instances of 
collaboration. 

 
§ Another focus of the Secretariat’s efforts has been the support to 
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plans and processes, disaster risk reduction, and climate action at the local level as a 
way to enhance the resilience and sustainability of heritage as well as that of the local 
communities in historic urban areas, addressing current global challenges and fostering 
inclusive and sustainable local development. The report covered six thematic areas of 
implementation that captured the key principles of the 2011 Recommendation in the 
framework of the 2030 Agenda including the mapping and inventorying of heritage values 
and attributes, governance mechanisms, laws, regulations, and planning tools to protect 
these different attributes, inclusive and participatory decision-making, equitable 
economic development, the impacts of climate change, and the use of digital 
technologies for managing urban heritage including capacity building.  

 
§ UNESCO Secretariat collaborated with the Swiss Federal Ministry for Culture and the 

World Economic Forum to organize a two-day event opened by the President of 
Switzerland to launch the Davos Baukultur Alliance for Vibrant Communities. The 
cooperation built on the synergies between the objectives of the Davos Baukultur 
Alliance to accelerate the adoption of the high-quality Baukultur and the 2011 
Recommendation’s six themes to make cities livable, viable, human-centred, and 
resilient in the face of climate change and related disasters. 

 
§ The online platform “World Heritage Canopy – Heritage-Based Solutions for Sustainable 

Futures”, started in 2021 and available in English and French, has been further 
developed and expanded. It currently features over 65 case-studies providing examples 
of local implementation of the global principles of the 2011 Recommendation in the 
framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The online tool Urban 
Heritage Atlas has been further refined and being translated into French. 

 
§ In  response  to  the  request  of  the  World  Heritage  Committee (Decisions 37 COM  

12.II, 39 COM 11,  41  COM  7,  and 43  COM  7.3) to elaborate a  guidance  document  
on  urban  heritage,  including its definition, identification, conservation and management” 
based on the approach of the 2011 Recommendation, the publication Managing Urban 
Heritage is being developed as a practical resource  manual  for  supporting  national  
and  local  authorities  for  the  implementation  of  the  2011 Recommendation.  

 
§ Following the 10th Anniversary of the 2011 Recommendation, a publication on resilience 

in historic cities is being prepared including detailed case studies on governance, social 
inclusion, economic benefits, and environmental resilience towards a better urban future.  

 
§ In parallel, UNESCO has also continued to provide technical assistance to national and 

local management authorities in implementing the 2011 Recommendation. For instance, 
UNESCO Cairo Office has supported the Egyptian authorities to progress in the 
preparation of the Conservation and Management Plan of Historic Cairo through the 
effective application of the 2011 Recommendation.  A number of training and capacity 
building initiatives have been also carried in Latin America and the Caribbean (in 
Caracas, the Historic City of Colonia del Sacramento, San José and São Miguel das 
Missões), Asia and the Pacific (in Lahore, Sheikhupra, Bahawalpur, Jehlum and Taxila) 
and Africa (in Lamu Old Town and Kasubi) regions. Mapping and inventorying of urban 
heritage has been carried out in different regions, including an emphasis on SIDS such 
as, the inventorying of the historic center of the city of Jacmel and historic city of Jeremy 
in Haiti. 

 
§ 
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Recommendation approach. Kasubi Tomb’s guidelines will be used as pilot work to be 
expanded to six other World heritage sites in Africa, namely Benin (Royal Palaces of 
Abomey), Ethiopia (Harar Jugol, the Fortified Historic Town), Cote d’Ivoire (Historic Town 
of Grand-Bassam), Togo (Koutammakou, the Land of the Batammariba), Mauritius 
(Aapravasi Ghat), and the United Republic of Tanzania (the Stone Town of Zanzibar). 
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§ The 216th session of the Executive Board examined the second consolidated report on 

the implementation of the 2015 Recommendation (refer to document 216 EX/19.VI). This 
report, along with the comments of the Executive Board, is now foreseen to be submitted 
to the General Conference at its 42nd session. In this regard, the Secretariat also 
elaborates a detailed global 
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institutional partners, such as the International Council of Museums (ICOM), the 
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), the International 
Council of Archives (ICA), and the International Centre for the Study of the Preservation 
and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM). 

 
!F*
*

7??O* B.4"33.#-2$&"#* 4"#4.%#&#1* $0.* J%"3"$&"#* 2#-* G).* "6* [(5$&5&#1(25&)3* 2#-*
G#&,.%)25*Q44.))*$"*!/'.%)+24.*
 
§ UNESCO organized information sessions about the 2003 Recommendation for the Arab 

state countries on 4 January 2023 and for the Latin American countries on 12 April 2023. 
These information sessions introduced the 2003 Recommendation concerning the 
Promotion and Use of Multilingualism and Universal Access to Cyberspace, and 
explained the questionnaire circulated to the Member States about the monitoring of its 
implementation. The sessions addressed the importance of multilingualism in the digital 
realm and aimed to encourage Member States to report on their efforts to promote and 
foster multilingualism in cyberspace.  

 
§ Reaffirming its commitment to engage other United Nations entities and to ensure 

system-wide cooperation on multilingualism in cyberspace, UNESCO organized a 
webinar within the framework of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) on 
27 April 2023. The event concluded to prioritize Universal Acceptance as a catalyst for 
Internet governance and noted the need to include root programming and digitalization 
as an integral component of Universal Acceptance. To bolster multilingualism in 
cyberspace, UNESCO collaborated with ICANN and participated in a webinar on 19 June 
2023 that emphasized the need to develop Internet domain names (IDN) and generic 
Top-Level Domains (gTLD) for indigenous languages to establish a larger framework for 
Universal Acceptance. The webinar highlighted the imperative of the Internet and its 
applications to make use of domain names and email addresses across all scripts and 
languages. The event noted an urgent need for developing generic Top-Level Domains 
for indigenous languages within the larger context of the International Decade of 
Indigenous Languages (2022-2032).  UNESCO organized a workshop during the 
EuroDIG conference on 21 June 2023 and emphasized the need to address the 
underrepresentation of indigenous languages in cyberspace. The workshop noted the 
evolving context of Universal Acceptance and iden
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greater linguistic diversity and inclusivity in the digital realm by developing a new 
workflow to develop keyboards in different languages. 

 
§
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§ With regard to knowledge sharing and capacity development, UNESCO organized 
webinars on OER, one on the occasion of this year’s Open Education Week (9 March 
2023) with 71 participants from 17 countries, organized annually by Open Educational 
Global, and one on Open Solutions (on 5 May 2023) with 72 participants from 16 
countries. In total, 54% of participants were women.  

 
§ On 12 June 2023, a hybrid workshop was organized in Havana and online, on 

‘Contextualizing OER for Teachers Digital Skills Development’. The event aimed at 
improving teachers’ digital competencies in Cuba through contextualizing the UNESCO 
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which will showcase OER activities and initiatives worldwide, will be launched in 
autumn 2023. 

 
 


