
 
 

 

 

 

Inter-Agency Platform on Culture for Sustainable Development 
 

          Context  

As we enter the last Decade of Action for the achievement of the UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development – marked by the manifold impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
urgency of climate change and ever-growing social inequalities – harnessing the multifaceted 
impact of culture on sustainable development is more important than ever. Although culture has 
no dedicated stand-alone Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) within the 2030 Agenda, the 
increasing recognition of culture’s contribution across the public policy spectrum makes it a 
powerful enabler in shaping sustainable development pathways. 
Sustainable Development Goals enshrined in the 2030 Agenda and can help fill in 
implementation gaps. Culture has a clear impact on the achievement of critical SDGs notably 
quality education (SDG 4) through cultural and artistic education in both formal and informal 
settings as well as 



Whilst the world is experiencing a global health emergency, the United Nations system as a 

whole is urged to strengthen cooperation within its agencies, echoing the purpose and vision 

of the UN reform, to tackle the multifaceted and long-term impact of the crisis. UNESCO as the 

only UN agency with a specialized and global mandate on culture, is committed in amplifying 

this cooperation dynamic with sister agencies across the UN Family with a view to federate 

efforts on harnessing culture’s contribution for sustainable development and foster the efficiency 

and coherence of related UN-wide action towards the cultural sector. At the country level, the 

Organization has strategically strengthened the contribution of culture to UN mechanisms 

within UN Country Teams, particularly as part of the preparation and monitoring of Common 

Country Analysis (CCA) and UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks (UNSDCF) 

as well as within the preparation of COVID-19 impact assessment and national recovery plans. 
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           Reflection Themes 

To streamline the 




