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I. Background and overview 

The present addendum provides a non-exhaustive, consolidated and condensed picture of the 
outcomes of the five regional consultations organized in preparation for the UNESCO World 
Conference on Cultural Policies – MONDIACULT 2022. The report builds on the priorities and 
recommendations expressed by the Member States and concerned stakeholders during the five 
regional online meetings held between 13 December 2021 and 17 February 2022, as well as through 
the 165 written contributions received by UNESCO in the context of the afore-mentioned meetings. 
Regional consultations were conducted across the five UNESCO regions as defined for programmatic 
purposes (ref. Basic Texts, Section I), in an inclusive and participatory manner through the direct 
involvement of a diversity of stakeholders, including representatives of Member States, regional and 
subregional organizations, non-governmental organizations, and UNESCO Chairs and category 2 
centres, based on a background document prepared by UNESCO to stimulate the regional dialogue 
with a view to ensure consistency across all the five regions for the purpose of the present report.  

II. Overview of trends and regional cooperation  

Member States have unanimously reiterated their commitment to the normative function of 
UNESCO in the field of culture in all five regions, beyond discrepancies in the level of ratification, 
as a critical conceptual and operational dimension to frame the development and effective 
implementation of national cultural policies and legislations, emphasizing the need for UNESCO to 
expand policy advice to support the formulation and adaptation of cultural policies in a fast
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across all regions. Strengthening cultural statistical instruments – including globally comparable – 
fostering systematic data collection and monitoring of key areas such as cultural employment 
(including in the informal sector) or fostering research and knowledge building on culture and 
sustainable development were underlined. 

Adapting cultural policies to the challenges and opportunities raised by the digital 
transformation was underlined as a shared objective in all regions. The multifaceted impact of the 
digital transformation across all cultural domains opens up opportunities for enhanced access to 
culture, documentation and safeguarding of cultural heritage, and innovation of creative expressions, 
while raising challenges to online cultural and linguistic diversity, and the fair remuneration of artists. 
Structural policy measures are needed, within and beyond cultural policies, at both the national, 
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enhanced implementation of normative instruments, including the UNESCO Culture Conventions, and 
multinational nominations aimed at strengthening regional integration and cooperation. Sustained 
cultural diplomacy efforts, including through multilateral policy fora and regional cultural events were 
referred to as a critical component in this context. 

Promoting youth employment, citizenship and engagement in policy design and 
implementation in the cultural sector was acknowledged as fundamental for empowerment, social 
development, and economic growth. In this regard, integrating culture into education curricula and 
pedagogies, supporting the educational function of museums, integrating culture in employment 
policies and plans, investing in TVET and 
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culture for all, supporting cultural and linguistic diversity online and offline as a positive capital in the 
region, enabling social inclusion and intergenerational dialogue, targeting youth, indigenous peoples, 
people of African descent, migrants as well as internally displaced people.  Strengthening individual 
and collective cultural rights through intellectual property frameworks, in order to address the 
misuse and 
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professionalization and skills in the culture sector, and ensuring fair remuneration of artists and 
cultural professionals – is underlined as a major policy prospect. More systemic synergies between 
cultural and digital policies were called upon to foster investment in infrastructure and training, while 
strengthening the legal, normative and policy frameworks pertaining to intellectual property. 
Harnessing digital technologies for cultural heritage documentation, safeguarding and mediation – 
notably in relation to sustainable tourism or climate adaptation – was equally called for. 

Advancing rights-based cultural policies through a stronger commitment to the promotion and 
protection of cultural diversity was underscored as a critical, prospective policy priority. Framing 
the notion and exercise of cultural rights, as well as promoting the respect of cultural diversity, were 
recalled as founding principles for democratic societies, relying on the freedom of expression, 
including artistic freedom. Addressing social and economic inequalities to foster inclusion, health and 
wellbeing was expressed as a concern to be mainstreamed in policy implementation. More inclusive 
cultural policies – engaging notably youth, diasporas, indigenous peoples and cultural minorities – 
were called upon to support the joint appropriation of culture as a public good and equal participation 
in cultural life. Advancing the status and social and economic rights of artists was upheld as being 
central to achieving respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. The need to strengthen 
synergies between culture and education to foster the appreciation of cultural diversity, expand 
professionalization, harness global citizenship and critical thinking was equally underlined.  

2. Recommendations of the Europe and North America region towards MONDIACULT 2022 

 Member States affirmed their strong commitment towards advancing legal, normative and 
policy frameworks pertaining to culture in the digital environment, notably for ensuring 
equitable access to online culture, strengthening intellectual property frameworks to support 
fair remuneration, and safeguarding and promoting online cultural and linguistic diversity. 

 Member States in the region called for better framing and enacting cultural rights as an 
integral part of fundamental human rights to address increasing inequalities in pluralistic 
societies, including with regard to defining culture as a public good of universal access, and 
assessing 




