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disempowering disinformation, political polarisation, and the
increasing influence of digital platforms.

The Global Media and Information Literacy Week was critical,
especially that the world is faced with seriously contradictory
messages and meanings — particularly related to the COVID-19
global pandemic. It is therefore, important for the people of the world,

to be equipped with media and literacy competencies to understand
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and communication opportunities.

The Government and the People of South Africa wish to thank
UNESCO for awarding the PUKU Children’s Literature Foundation
with the 2021 UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize for its work on
“using digital technologies to promote children’s literature in South
Africa’s indigenous languages”. We also wish to congratulate PUKU
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In conclusion, Mr President and Esteemed Delegates, South Africa
has presented its candidature to serve on the UNESCO Executive
Board for the term 2021 to 2025, as well as to serve as a valuable
member of the anagement of Social Transformations (MOST)
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