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Mr. President of the General Conference, 

Mr. Chair of the Executive Board, 

Madame Director-General, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

It is my honour to address the 41st General Conference of 

UNESCO.  

Sweden fully aligns itself with the EU statement. 

I am proud to be part of a feminist government. Gender equality is 

at the very top of Sweden’s 
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Sweden counts on UNESCO to defend these principles.  

Mr President, 
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Sweden’s large voluntary funding to UNESCO is increasingly long-

term and flexible. I urge other member states to follow our example.  

Flexible financial support enabled UNESCO to respond rapidly and 

forcefully during the pandemic.  

Sweden commends UNESCO’s leadership in this crisis. However, 

much remains to be done.  

Mr President, 

The Swedish support must bring results for the people it serves. 

This especially includes youth, LGBTIQ persons and indigenous 

people. 

We must leave no one behind. 

UNESCO must continue its efforts to strengthen its result-based 

management and communication.  

At the previous general conference, member states approved 

Sweden’s 
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The support for a human rights-based approach was overwhelming 

during the negotiations of the strategy. We are pleased to see that 

most member states now accept the 2030 Agenda as a common 

responsibility.  

Mr. President, 

Education is a human right.  

Education is central to our efforts to build back better after the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

Many children have been excluded from education during the 

pandemic. Millions of them may never return to school.  

UNESCO must support Member States in their efforts to ensure 

that these children resume their education. Providing quality 

education is the duty of every government.  

Sweden kept schools open throughout the pandemic. This was a 

very difficult decision. Looking back, I am convinced it was the right 

decision.  

Quality education includes comprehensive sexuality education. 

Sexuality education leads to better health and wellbeing for 

everyone. Comprehensive Sexuality Education is important for all 

genders. It is the best way to provide young people with the tools 

they need to stay healthy and make informed decisions. Sweden 

remains a major partner to UNESCO in this area through the Our 

Rights, Our Lives, Our Future-programme.  
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