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Agenda. Governments and organisations all over the world are prioritising discussions
and action plans to overcome the health emergency as well as implementing rapid
economic mitigation measures, aiming at protecting livelihoods in the face of abrupt

losses of income.

With this, the pandemic has not only posed unprecedented challenges, but it also has
presented us with great opportunities to redefine our sectoral landscapes by
identifying numerous measures not only in the health sector, but also strengthening

efforts in other areas for its recovery.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

5.

Despite all obstacles, Brunei Darussalam remains committed to building
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7. Due to global disruptions and the 4t Industrial Revolution, digital transformation of
the education system now has become one of the common coping measures. The
Ministry of Education Brunei Darussalam is fortunate to have established the
Educational Technology Centre, prior to the pandemic, and as part of its Strategic Plan
2018-2022, to support the use of educational technology in teaching and learning

towards producing digitally literate learners.

8. However, the pandemic has revealed some digital gaps. As a long-term strategy, the
Ministry is embarking on the “Ministry of Education Digital Transformation Plan”, in
making digital learning a new norm in our education system, underlining three main
areas; Education Technology, Management Technology, and Enabling Policies and

Infrastructure.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

9. The adoption of digital literacy for our students, teachers and school leaders has
accelerated, enabling them to work side-by-side with technology. A variety of
professional development initiatives have been developed to enhance the digital
readiness of our teachers, school leaders and system leaders. In this regard, the
Ministry of Education Brunei Darussalam is currently developing its digital citizenship

framework and guidelines, keeping in mind on
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10.  This transformative journey cannot be done alone by the Ministry of Education Brunei
Darussalam. There have been concerted efforts and strong collaboration with various
key stakeholders, through our whole-of-nation approach in ensuring equitable access
to digital learning for our students, particularly for the vulnerable and the

disadvantaged.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

11.  The COVID-19 pandemic has hit the world with far-reaching effects in various aspects

of life, in particular, with socio-economic activities.
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14. In addition, we continue to foster good relations with our regional and international
counterparts, where we work together in sharing the best practices in our journey
during this transformation with each country having its own unique sets of objectives,

approaches and measures.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

15.  To conclude, we look forward and reaffirm our strong commitments to further
strategic cooperation under the Draft Medium-Term Strategy for 2022-2029, and
strengthen regional and international cooperation and partnership, including capacity
building and assistance, towards attainment of the SDGs. | would also like to state that
Brunei Darussalam remains committed to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the SDGs, and UNESCO’s constructive contribution towards the

education, science and culture agenda around the world.

Thank you.
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