
Central and East Africa | 517�

Chapter 19

*O�����
�$BNFSPPO�XBT�POF�PG�POMZ�GPVS�"GSJDBO�DPVOUSJFT�
UP�IBWF��(�DPOOFDUJWJUZ�	4%(�$FOUSF�GPS�"GSJDB
�����
��"�
TVCNBSJOF�GJCFS�PQUJD�DBCMF� POOFDUJOH�$BNFSPPO�UP�#SB[JM�
IBT�CFFO�MBJE�TJODF�������
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The Lake Chad Basin is a key source 
of freshwater for more than 45 million 
people. Located at the crossroads of 
Cameroon, Chad, the Central African 
Republic, Niger and Nigeria, the basin 
is also characterized by degraded 
ecosystems that are imperiling 
livelihoods. 

Between 1960 and 1985, the 
surface area of Lake Chad shrank 


