


Preferential 
treatment is an 
advantage granted 
by a State to 
another State or 
group of States, 
without a condition 
of reciprocity

The 2005 Convention is 
a cooperation framework 
that protects and promotes 
diversity within and across 
borders, while addressing 
the 



Monitoring preferential treatment 
with the 2005 Convention

Developed countries shall facilitate 
cultural exchanges with developing countries by 
granting, through the appropriate institutional 
and legal frameworks, preferential treatment 
to artists and other cultural professionals and 
practitioners, as well as cultural goods and 
services from developing countries.
(2005 Convention, Article 16 - Preferential treatment for 
developing countries)
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National policies and measures, including preferential 
treatment, facilitate a balanced flow of cultural goods 



Preferential Treatment in Action: complementary but different from development aid

LITPROM 
LITPROM is a non-profit agency 
financially supported by the 
Government of Germany. Created 
in 1980 by a network of cultural 
professionals and development aid 
organisations, LITPROM aims to 
introduce and disseminate foreign 
literature, specifically from African, 
Asian, Latin American and Arab 
States. Active in three German-
speaking countries (Germany, 
Austria, Switzerland), LITPROM is 
a privileged partner for authors/
publishers from developing 
countries that facilitates their 
access to the network of German 
publishing houses.

The European Union Approach 
A Protocol on Cultural Cooperation 
is attached to the CARIFORUM-
European Union Economic 
Partnership Agreement (2008), an 
innovative cooperation scheme to 
implement preferential treatment 
measures. EPA features include 
asymmetrical commitments by the 
EU: market access commitments in 
entertainment services, facilitation 
of entry and temporary stays 
for artists and other cultural 
professionals from CARIFORUM 
countries in EU countries, ‘European 
work’ qualification with all resulting 
benefits granted to co-produced 
audiovisual works.

Arts Across Canada Programme 
The Foreign Artist Tours component of 
Arts Across Canada supports Canadian 
not-for-profit arts organizations in the 
circulation of exhibitions or tours by 
artists from around the world. To be 
eligible, Canadian arts organization must 
schedule at least two cultural events for 
foreign works or artists in two different 
places in Canada. The maximum grant 
is CA$ 75,000 and it covers travel, 
accommodation and a daily subsistence 
allowance for the foreign artist, as well 
as equipment transportation costs. 
Although not specifically targeted at 
artists from developing countries, it is 
clearly of particular interest to those 
with limited resources.

Preferential treatment can have 
a trade dimension, a cultural dimension 
or both at the same time! 

A film co-production agreement is a form of preferential 
treatment that addresses both the trade and cultural 
dimensions, providing commercial benefits while 
facilitating the flow of works and the mobility of artists 
and cultural professionals

Granting preferential treatment through trade commitments may 
be compatible with WTO agreements. For example, within the framework of a free 




